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ZJ JUne 1957 


J^DRAHDUW FQRs Director of Central Intelligence 
SUBJECT: Cements on letter of Hb?. V. A* Jfekrassoff 


1. This mm&vas&m is for information only. 


2. ftjformation concerning the tinting of launching of the Soviet 
first earth satellite is very sketchy. Data have been recently received , 


Other information, not so precise, indicates 


that the USSR probably is capable of lamching a satellite in 1957 and 
may be racking preparations to do so on XOX World Days or Special World 
Days. 


3. She u. S* coasuaity estimates that for prestige and psychological 
factors, the USSR would endeavor to be first in laaaching an earth satellite. 


h. Regarding Mr. IfekrasBoff »s postulation, the seventeenth of 
September 1957 fits the above statements and assessments very well for the 
following; reasons: 


a. She date falls within the next few months. 


b* Public releases on the YA9SUARD project launching 
its first satellite in 1958, if believed by the IB6R, would 
not challenge their being first to do the Job. 


c. The Russians like to be dramatic and could well 
choose the birthday of Taiolkovsky to accomplish such an 
operation, especially since this is the one hundredth 
anniversary of his birth. 


5. In composition to 'Hie event occurring on 17 September 1957# this 
date is not an IGY tforld Day, and no day in September is so designated. 
Special World Days are as yet imdesigaated. 


6. QSX does not believe the evidence to be sufficient as yet for a 
probability statement on when th e Soviets my launch their first sat ellite . 


Herbert seoraLE, je. 

Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 


ILLEGIB 


Enclosure : 

Itr to Jiefcrassoff from Quarles 
v/ltr to Quarles from Nekrassoif 


cc: DDCI 
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27 June 1957 


MEMJRAHDUM FOR: Director of Central XnteMiginc 


SUBJECTS 


Comments on Letter of Mr® V«/A.o Kekrassoff 


This memorandum is for information only* 


2 0 Information concerning the timing of launching of the Soviet 
first earth satellite is very sketchy* Data have been recently received 



that the USSR probably is capable of launching a satellite in 1957 and 
may be making preparations to do so on IGY World Days or Special World 

Days* 


3. The U* So community estimates that for prestige and psychological 
factors, the USSR would endeavor to be first in launching an earth satellite* 


Wekrassoff 8 s pos tulat ion*// the seventeenth of 


September 1957 stetcse-: 


following reasons; 


11 for the 


a* The date falls within the next few months* 


; b* Public releases on the VMGUAHD project launching 
its first satellite in 1958 , if believed by the USSR, would 
not challenge their being first to do the job* 


C* The Russians like to be dramatic and could well 
. choose the birthday of Tsiolkovsky to accomplish such an 
operation, especially since this is the one hundredth 
anniversary of his birth* 

^ j a _ «« n r? ri-v^A. _ -u i 


ys 5 * 17 September 1957, this 

is not an IGY World Day, and no day in September is so designated* 
Special World Days are as yet undesignated* 


6 * OSI does not believe the evidence to be sufficient as yet for a 
probability statement on when the Sov iets mav launch their first satelli te* 


Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 


Enclosure : 

Ltr to Wekrassoff from Quarles 
w/ltr to Quarles from lekrassoff 
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MEMORANDUM 


jpcnttwi ibglftry 

I- fill 


OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 


6 / 20/57 


MR. DULLES: 

A letter from a long-time 
acquaintance of mine (a former 
colonel in the Czar’s army and a 
U. S. resident for many years). 
May have some information of 
interest. 


D. A. Q, 


C61020 
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; THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 23, D. C. 

Jv uv a 20, 1^57 


Dear Mr. iNskrassoff : 

1 appreciated your lettsr which just 
arrived and the enclosure dealing with early 
Russian earth satellite tuahaology. Many thanks 
for your thoughtfulness 

1 was also incexestad in the progress 
you. report on your book. X certainly wish you 
every success in it. 

Vrith kind personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

DONALD A. QUARLES 

Mr. V. A. Nskrassoff 



cc: 


Mr. Allen Dulles (CIA) < 



Bacsmant Re. — TTT" 
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20 o A very interesting review of the first steps in the development 
of the idee and its mechanical embodiment in the present form 
of the so called " jet propuleed" flying machines can be tend in 
the biography of a Russian, provincial (oity of Kaluga) teacher 
in mathematics, K*E. Teiolkevsky (1867-1919-1935) j as far bad* as 
in 1895 he had published e detailed description of his "extra- 
terrestrial platform" as a transfer station ("satslita" of our 
days) 9 facilitating the dispatch of hie fantastic but striotly 
scientifically designed Jo t—p repulsed dxips on their interplanetary 
voyages} in 1896 he had built the first "rt.nl tunasl" for his own 
aerodynamical experiments; in 1903 TsioUcovshy had published a 
remarkable memoir "She exploration of the expanses of the Universe 
with Jet-propulse d instruments"} here he also propounded a aw 
idea of "multi-steged rockets" comprising a series ef rockets 
operating suooossively and failing away aa their fuel is consumed 
until the last remaining rodeo t will have the speed indispensable 
for overcoming the terrestrial fores of gravity 0 (See the Journal 
"Scientific Beviert 1 for 1903, in %eslaa)o 


Only in 1919 Seiolkovsky'a solentlflo eooempllahasnts have 
been officially and publiely recognized and he isoedletely f/ZCUM a / nl/ftbr $£* 
#£ ^started hie amaslngly productive activities in solentlflo 
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researches, designs and constructions of various types of "rockets" 
with different types of fuelo He toe can a famous leader sad 
inspirer of the new dchool of Soviet scientists, research workers 
and engineers dealing with the greatest velocities and distanoss, 
entirely unheard of in the practical aviation of the past | 
fhus more than 50 years ago K»l. leiolkoveky was a true 
originator and protagonist of a new soienoe-astronautios or cesmsnautios 
and its applications. It must toe remembered that the first "western/* 
words of this soienee we find in franco only in 1913 (Ho He n a n I t- 
ISlteris), in the U.S.i, in 1914-1919 (Hebert Goddard) and in 
Germany in 1923 (Ho Oberth). * 

3hea Ssiolkovsfcy died in 1935, detailed descriptions of his 
original works have been published in the U.S.S.B and in Germany, 
tout unfortunately at that time the public opinion outside of the 
U. 3.3.5 and particularly in the U.S.i. was contaminated toy the 
sarcasm and soeptioism directed against all- "Basal an priori tie a" 
so insistently and abundantly announced in the Soviet press ••<> 

Here wae one of a few oases, when a good and true Soviet 
information turned to toe rebooted and considered as a news unworthy of any 
attention for the Astern opinion, as a pioos of an insidious 
clever propaganda of the U.S.S.H government o.o 
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Thus Taiolkovsky *s name can be found only in passing remarks 
mentioned in several books published in England and in the USA 

in 1936, 1946, 1951 as the name of one among several pioneers of 
Jet-propul sed rockets, but there Is not a single reference to 
TsiolkovSky's marks as far back as 1881. 1895, 1896 and 19o3. on the 
other hand looking through the all scientific and technical literature, 
pertaining to the present world wide field of the Jat«prepulsed 
marvels, we inmedlately find in it hers and there ezaot reproductions of 
afcetdhes, tables or, formulas, published long ego in Buss lan works 
of Teiolkovekyl 

There oannot be any doubt, that In 1957,*) at the centenary (9eptol7th) 
of Tsiolkevaky *a birth, the whole world will see the realisation of his 
old d re erne of 16951 Be matter the will euoeeed in the first interplane- 
tary flying of the jet-pnopulsed satelite, but the name of Tsielkewaky 
should be forever radiated with honor and glory of this great human 
j exploration} Shoe a human thought born so mashers in an obsoure oonmr 
of our Barth gradually asaumed a matsrialform and strength as a living 
growing up incarnation of the innate human aspiration toward these 
unlimited expanses of .infinity. o.of Sterility 1. 0 Nothing simpler, nothing 
nearer wjn't do any good for us, earthly, petty human spools as the 
whole world may see new "a oelestlal movement", truly started from our Sort fell* 
• 

On Jhly let of 1967 scientists of fifty fire nations will begin the 
International Geojhyeioal Tear (J,S*T«), lasting 18 months and intended 
for a gra nd iose, collective study of our Barth as a vhola by aaanaof instruments 
extending our soiontiflo knowledge far beyond the range of eur simple, feeble 
senses , , , such newest instruments are "the earth satelites" to bo 

launched only by the USA. end the US SB for the first time in the human 
history} V.N* 
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